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VER Since the great Sod of Heaven and Earth 

hath made us ſcnſible of the knowledge of his 

Truch in the inward Parts, and the powerful op- 

peration of ittoRegenerate and Renewour Minds, 

change and purifie our Hearts, and I[luminate out 

der{tandings : we havebeen careful to keep our Conſciences 

yoid of offence towards God, and towards Men, and to follow 

ce and enſue it; delighring todo-good to all, but to hurtnone. 

hiswe have in our Livesand Converſations manifeſted amongſt 

our Neighbours and Country Men, having heen enabled there- 

to'by the Grace and Spirit of God; which taught the true Chri- 

ſtians in the primitivetimes, todeny Ungadlinefs and Worldly 

Luſts, and to live Soberly, Rightcouſly, and Godly in this pre- 
ſent World. And hath caught usche fame leſfons in this Age. 

We have been very cvilly treated, and varioufly proved and 
trycd ſince we have been a People, both in Eng/and,Scotland,and 
Ireland, and in many other places beyond *the Seas within this 
thirty odd years; under various Governours and Goyernments. 
And we have undergone many and grievous ſufferings throy 
the aſfiſtants of God, with much Meckneſs and Patience witt 
out Reſiſtance; yea, without a thought or deſire to avengeour 
{ch es, ortolittup a Hand againſt thoſe that hath Plowed long 
Furrowes upon our Backs. But inſtead thereof have deſired 
the welfare of our Enemies and Perſecutors, according to the. 
precepts and example of Chriſt Jetus. 

We have from time to time publickly afferted and declared, 
not only by our words but by our lives and praftices that | 
our principles are for the promoting Love, :Peace, and good 
will amongſt all Men; being indeed the natural fruit and eftc& 
of true Chriſtianity, or the Chriſtian Religion. | 

Notwithſtanding which we ſti} ſuffer under the Notion and 
denomination of evil doers, thongh hitherto rhrough the grace 
of God we have kept our _—_ and walked in innocen 
and in in offencecifneſs towards all Men;and a little Chriſtian kind- 
neſs and Charity in the Obſeryator, would baye ——— 
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Pen fromRendering us to Magiſtracy, and the whole Nation 
as a party in Conſpiracy and Rebellion. . We have given him 
no occaſ1on to account us of the Number of his Trimmers, vis. 
Sometimes of one fide, Sometimes of another ; or any thing to 
fave from ſuffering : we goright on our way in fair weather and 
fowl, through Briers and Thorns; though we are often ſtript 
- our fleece, and cloath'd with ſtone Dublets, we mean Pri- 
Ons. 

We have no ſhelter but our Innocency, which: he ſeems de- 
firous to diſtobe us off that we might be devoured with Speed, 
if God did notencline the hearts of his Superiors to. believe bet- 
ter of us; and to do us more Juſtice. e as a People ſhould 
be concluded guilty when any particular Perſon that may be 
reputed of us, doth any thing thart is evil, this is not to d9 as he 
would be done by. T 

We do affirm in the ſight and preſence of God, that we Con- 
ſpire with ao Man, with no-SeQ, nor ſort of People againſt the 
King his Peace and Government; neither have we ever contri- 
buted as he injuriouſly faich, -we have to the raifing any Storm 
in the Nation, Privately, or Publickly; therefore the Obſerva- 
tor hath wronged and abuſe Us. 

Having no juſt ground for his Ulnkind Inferences a- 

inſt us, we are and have alwayes been for things that make 

or Peace in the family in the City ; in the Province, Country, 
or Kingdom where we dwell. We are redeemed. out of the 
Spirit of Strife, Violence, Wars, and Contentions, Plots, and 
Conſpiracies, and ſo are Dead to thoſe things ; we do believe 
and declare that thoſe things are inconſiſtant with the Chriſtian 
Religion,the powerful effett thereof known in the heartsof Men, 
doth really lead them to love their Enemies, and to pray for 
them thar diſpirefully uſe them, &c. then who can ſuch hare 
and conſpire againſt» - RT 

Bur further the Obſeryator for a Colourable proof of his In- 
feiences againſt the Quakers, Speaking of the late D. of M. 
Declaration, ſaith, A Quaker Printer was the Man choſen #0 di- 
patch it at the Preſs, to which we ſay, that we are innocent 1n 
the matter we know nothing thereof 3 neither of the Quaker 
choſen, Ns the cterse of him : ary & _ | Oupns yacn ic ſelf 
but by Report. e haye no hand inſ{preading and promot1i 
ſuch things which tends to ſtir up Wars, Inſurreftions, and Ve 
olence, to the deſtroying mens _—_ theſe things are againſt our 
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peaceable principle of love and good will which we have to all 
Men. And we do ſolemnly declare. that if any that bath walk- 
cd amongſt us, do have, or ſhall do ſuch things, they are in cur 

eſteem falle Brethren, deceitfu] in their Profcition, unfaithful to 
G91 and Mans Hi; ocrites, and Deccipiiul Workers, and wee 
er hr never traely of ws, or are fallen degenerared a1. Apo 
ſtar z2d from! rhe love and fear of God and gond will to Men, 
wh 15 the true ground of our Relipion; and {uch are cvitdo- 
e1s 1nd our to bear their own Burthen. x 

Bac vie hope if {ich ſhoul1 be fonnd that hath the name 
Ounaker commitrinsg evil things, no jul? men will. judge it equal), 
tar we as a People ſhould be charged guilty thereof; in ſo do- 
tovg no Society of men can be innocent. 

We do declare we know no Printer among. vs guilty of 
mealing with the iaid Declaration, neirher can we be privy to 
any ſuch thing, nor have we any Correſpondency or Confede- 
racy with any ſuch Perſons, or matrer in any thing thatrends ro 
the d:i{turbance of the Peace of the Kingdom ; neither do we 
crouble the King and Government otherwile then by Applica- 
tion in humility, Javing before chem our great ſufferings. - En- 
doyouring to perſwade them by Councel, Teſtimony, Exhor- 
ration, and Converlation, thar we are peaceable and free from 
the verv inclina:ion of raifing, Storms, or Commorions, in the 
Nation, Country, or Kingdom, where we dwell. 

We have nor Suffered as buſty bodys or med!ors with other 
mens Marrers, or as ſtirrers up of Rebellion. or as having any 
hand thereinz and we hope it w:ll be manifefed to all that we 
are free from ſuch things. And that the urkind Ob(ervator 
will fail in his endeayor to cauſe the innocent to ſuffer with the 
onilty. 

Our conſtant Praftice hath been ro obey Maoiftracy, ard ro 
ſhew forch obedience to every ordinance of men ( that tends to 
the praife of them that do well, and rn the terror of thoſe that 
do evil ) for_the Lords-ſake, fr the Truths-fake, even in all 
things Relating to the things of a man z not for ſear of puniſh- 
ment, but for Conſcience-ſake: we b<lieve it our duty and or- 
namental to our Prefetſi-n. Being. bound by the law of God 
wrirr-n in our hearts thereto, and all that are and have been 
fxith:inl to the fame, are and have been found therein, and in 
the conſtant practice thereof ; and no cuuſe hv hoen farmd a- 
gainſt us but in things relating to God, abou, Forms, Faſkionss 
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and Cercmoniesof Religion, Church, and Worſhip, and here” 
in we ſhcre with the Righteous, with the truely Conſcienciuvs 
inall Ages; wheſechoice was alwayesrathker tro obey God then 
Men, ſufer for weildo.ng rather chen wrong, vielace or deſtroy 
and make thip wrack of Faith and a good Conſciznce, as might 
be demorſtrarzd ar large. 

Now as we lave alwayes bore witneſs againſt Cruclty, Vi- 
olenc?, and Perſccauon, purely abour Religion, or the torm 
and manner of Worſhip, an41 the dcfiroying mens Libertys, 
Lives, and Eiatcs in this World ; abour the underſtanding or 
milunderſtariding of the rhings of the World to come. We 
{avs as we have aflcrted thel: things to be incontilant with trus 
Religion, and Chtiſhanirv, and Contrary to the nature thereot ; 
ſo alwayes we have and ao affirm and deciare, that where mens 
Ootinions and Principles about Religion, leads them to Cove- 
nant, Conſpire, Plot, and Contrive Miſchief, and Rebellion, 
under what name or pretcnce ſocveyer; and if they are bur 
found making any Reps tnereto, though they do not cf:& the 
ſame.,they are evil doers. Such being indeed a®candal andReproach 
to true Chrilitia-iry, which never raught nor led anv to con{ulr 
th hurt, or toriſe. up with violence againſt King, Prince, Ru- 
er, or Governour of the Kingdom, Counttv, Province, or 
City where they dwell. Though ſuch Kings, Princes, Rulers, 
or Governours, where Heathens, or Tatidels, liereby che Primi- 
tive Chriſtians were taught and enabled to ſufter, batnor ro Re- 
tel: and trueChriſtianity is now the ſame, and reaches the {ame 

leſſons to the true profeſſors rherecf. 

For the true Chriltizn faficcers knows right well, that it is 
the prevailing of the Spirit of Darkneſs, Iznorance, and Enmi- 
ry, in the heartsof their Enemies and Perſecutors; that cau{cth 
them to Hare Revile and Pecrſecnte thein as it Vid their Captain 
Chriſt Telus; focannot hate, bur pray for and pity chem as Crea- 
cures Captivared and blinded with the Spirit of Error and Igno- 
ra=ce, a* the __ were, who flew Chriit and Perſccured 
kis Fe-lowers, and all for want of knowing of them: as it is 
writer. I they had known hin, they would not have Crucified him s 
Ft! er forgive t em they ky.ow not what they do. &C. 

So if thoſe who perl: cure Chriſt in his Members now, did but 
know him and them: and their innocent defien and buſineſs in 
the world ; which isco bear witneſs to the truth and the Spirit 
of ir, which hatir-made them free from the Spirit of this —_— 
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breach of this law is found, they are of ſome private Oppinion 
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which luſteth to Envy, Hatred, Violence, and evil Will. They 
would not endeavour to ſpoile and ruin them tor their love 
and good will, in telling them what the Lord hath done for 
their Souls, and how they may Come to enjoy the ſame. 

We have no bale Selfiſh inicreſt nor deſign ro carry on, we 
cannot be privy to, nor ative in any hurttul deſign, or Con- 
ſpiracy againſt any of our Neighbours, nor any man: much 
leG againlt the King, or the Peace of our Country, we are not 
troubleſome to the Magiſtrates,ncither do men find cauſe againſt 
us ſave in matter of our Gud. | 

Our endeavour hath been ( ever ſince God opened our un- 
derſtandings, and ſeperated us from the divers forts of Wor- 
ſhips and Worſhippers that are and have been in theſe Nations ) 
to walk CircumſpeCiy not as Fools, though accounted fo, not as 
Sceditious Seftaries though reckoned amongſt them, not as dil- 
ſturbers of the peace, though we have been dealt with as ſuch. 
Indeed we have had great cauſe to know and beaffured of fome- 
thing that is better then Houſe or Land, Goods and Liberty ; 
that are Made willing to expole them all to loſs and ruin, ra- 
ther then fin againſt our knagyledge thar God hath given vs; 
rather then break Chrits Commands and precepts : rather then 
diſobey his Do&trine which he his Miniſters, Diſciples, and Fol- 
lowers not only taught but praCtiſed in ages paſt,and hedoth and 
will enable bis followers in this age to do the ſame, cloathing 
them with zeal for his name; and with love, meckneſs, and 
Gentleneſs towards all which in time may quench the wrath and 
Rage of men, and proyoke them to love and good works ; 
and alſo make them confeſs and acknowledge that God is with 
us of a Truth. The which till the Lord bring ir$afs, we are 
willing in peace and patience to wait, and quietly to bear the 
wrath and rage of men againſt us. 

For we firmlybelieve and afluredly know that where eyer 
men are found Seditious diſturbers.of the Peace, or in the pra- 
Qice of violence and cruelty, under the Notion and Profeſſion 
of the Chriſtian Religion; ſuch are certainly deceived and 
bound under the Chain of a falſe Opinion, and they have nor 
the love of God nor their Neighbour planted in their hearts, 
and are far eſtranged from that Royal law of Chriſt Jeſus, as 
ye world that men ſhould do to you, ds fo to them likewiſe ; in whom- 
ſocyer this love to God and their Neighbour is wanting, and the 
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and are prone to ule violence and endeavour to impoſe their op* 
pinions by torce upon others, when they have power and op” 
portunity 1n their hands ; from hence hath riſen much Trouble, 
Wars, and Bloodſhed in this and many Nations, which we de- 
fire God to prevent for the future. | 

For we do affirm all ſuch things are contrary to the nature of 
Chriſtand Chriſtianity, his Do@rine and Example teacheth no 
ſuch things, the tenor of his Goſpel is Peace on Earth, and good will 
towards men ; love not only your Friends but your Enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, do good to all, 
follow peace with all Men. 

In this the Chriſtian Religion excels all the Religions in che 
World ; the love of God is the foundacion and topſtone of this 
Religion, and the true Chriſtians hath it ſhed abroad in their 
hearts, and where this is wanting in the hearts bf men profeſling 
and talking of Religion, though they may have a zeal forthe tor- 
mallity thereof, yet they haye not Acceptance with God therein. 

Thoſe ſayings of Chriſt, With what Judgement you Fudge, you 
Pall be Judged ; with what meaſure you Meet, ſhall be meaſured 
20 you again, hath been and ſhall be witneſſed a great truth ; In- 
fallible and Univerſal. 

Therefore it concerns all eſpecially thoſe that profeſs God, 
Chriſt, and the Scriptures, to take heed what Judgment they 

ive, and what meaſure they meet, God will not be mocked, 
4 is juſt and righteous in all his wayes, and doings; ſuch as 
men ſow they ſhall reap Sooner, or Later. Vengance isthe Lords 
and he will repay it, and he knows how to ſuccor and ſupport 
thole that truly fear him, and works Righteouſnek in all 
Nations and thoſe are ſincere in heart ro God and true to what 
they know of him, though it be bur a little and under many 
clouds and weaknetles, thev are and ſhall be accepted by him, 
through the Son of his love: under whoſe hand and power we 
| havereſfigned up our ſelves and onr innocent cauſe, affuredly 
knowing that he will plead it in the hearts of our Enemies, and 
make them in ſome mealure ſenfible thereot, and that as we a- 
bide in his fear which is the beginning of all true wiſdom; and 
in the participation of his love, we ſhall be a bleſſing to our Na- 
tion, and the Children uaborn ſhall call us happy; when they 
ſhall hcar of our loye 2nd fairhfulneſsro God, the King and our 
Country, and of our patient Suffering for well doing, then ſhall 
they praiſe God on our behalf, and ſay of a trurch, God was 
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So wich hearty 'prayer to Almig'ty God, that the King and 
thoie in Authoriy may ſec and benoll our lanocency anu cove 
rowaras Him and ail Men; ana our recndernc's of Conſcience 
and fear towards God, and incline their hearrs to 4 ol wirh ws ac- 
cordingly.tHowever we pray for theKing.and the proſperity of our 
Country, heartiy dceluwing that Peace, Love, goou Will, and 

ood Neighbourhood may ah und there, and +4gt#R 4ivi- 
NH aamoſicice and evil dcſtgns one agai-1{t anot} er may 
be extinguiſhed and come to an cnd ainong(t ali our Neigabours, 
and Connrry men, the which we carneſtly delire and Remain 
tricnds of Gud and ali mea. 


Fro: and in behalf of the Peo- L ondon gduted the 
Fe of God egilod Quik rs. 2 7th 5th month 85. 


The Enl, 


